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SUBJECT: ASSYRIANS IN LEBANON 

1 . JOHN YONAN, SPECIAL AMBASSADOR OF THE ASSYRIAN UNIVER- 
SAL ALLIANCE, DESCRIBED TO NEA/ARN AND D/HA SOME OF THE 
RESULTS OE HIS RECENT VISIT TO LEBANON. HE SAID HE HAD 
SECURED STRONG MARONITE SUPPORT EOR A PROGRAM UNDER WHICH 
ASSYRIANS NOW IN GREECE (SOME 1,000) AND EROM NORTHERN 

IRAQ MIGHT BE RESETTLED IN LEBANON, TO ENHANCE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE CHRISTIAN COMPOSITION OP THAT SOCIETY. 

MARONITE LEADERS CHAMOUN, GEMAYEL AND OTHERS PROM THE KPOUR 
PRONT INDICATED THAT THE MARONITE COMMUNITY COULD HELP 
PROVIDE LAND AND OTHER INCENTIVES EOR ASSYRIAN RESETTLEMENT. 

NOT SURPRISINGLY THEY DISCOURAGED YONAN PROM APPROACHING 
SARKIS. 

2. YONAN IS INTERESTED IN SETTING UP A PROGRAM TO SETTLE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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AS MANY AS 150,000 ASSYRIANS, ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY FROM 
NORTHERN IRAQ, OVER THE NEXT TEN YEARS. HE IS IN 
WASHINGTON AT PRESENT TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OP USG 
PINANCING. WE HAVE BEEN BASICALLY NON-COMMITTAL, WHILE 
POINTING OUT SOME REPEAT SOME OF THE POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
AND COMPLICATIONS. 
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3. YONAN SAID THAT DANY CHAMOUN WOULD BE COMING TO THE 
U.S. TO MEET WITH ASSYRIAN COMMUNITY LEADERS IN WEEK OF 
MARCH 21. IF DANY SEEKS APPOINTMENTS WITH DEPARTMENT, WE 
WILL PROBABLY AGREE TO RECEIVE HIM INITIALLY AT THE 
DRAPER OR DAY LEVEL IN NEA AND SEE WHAT DEVELOPS. DANY 
WILL PROBABLY HAVE SUBJECTS OTHER THAN ASSYRIANS ON HIS 
MIND. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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